
CHARTER OF BLADENSBURG 
 
ARTICLE I.  

POWERS  

Section 101. Incorporated; general powers  

The citizens of the Town of Bladensburg included with the 
provisions of this charter within the corporate limits 
legally  
established from time to time are hereby constituted and/or 
continued a body corporate by the name of "Town of 
Bladensburg" with all the privileges of a body corporate, 
by that name to be sued and sue, to plead and be impleaded 
in any court of law or equity, to have and use a common 
seal, and to have perpetual succession, unless the charter 
and the corporate existence are legally abrogated.  

Section 102. Corporate limits  

The boundaries of the Town of Bladensburg shall be as 
follows, 
and as shown on a plan, No. M-398 A, prepared by Greenhorne 
and O'Mara, latest revision date 2-17-64, beginning at a 
monument set at the angle point in the real lines of lot 
16. "Decatur Heights Section 1," recorded among the land 
records of Prince George's  
County, Maryland in plat book RNR 2 as plat No. 33, and 
running thence with the outline of said plat and the 
outline of the town boundary, (1) south 11 degrees 10' 56" 
east 340.53 feet, to a monument, thence, (2) beginning at 
the end of the line numbered 1, as shown on a plat entitled 
"Town of Bladensburg Boundary Lines," dated November 
1957, revised June 6, 1963, prepared by Greenhorne and 
O'Mara, Civil Engineers and Land Surveyors, said 
beginning is located in the Northerly line of Quincy 
Street, formerly Old Landover Road, at the Southwesterly 
corner of Lot 20, as shown on a plat entitled "Rope 
Walk," recorded among the Land Records of Prince George's 
County, Maryland in Plat Book BB9 as Plat 37, and thence 
running along the extension of the Westerly line of said 
Lot 20  

a) South 11 degrees 10' 56" East 21.03 feet and thence 
running 
along the Southeasterly boundary line of said above 
mentioned plat of "Rope Walk"  



b) North 68 degrees 04' 04" East 76.80 feet to the end of 
the Westerly boundary line shown on the plat entitled 
"Parcel A, Quincy Mannor," recorded among the aforesaid 
Land Records in Plat Book 
WWW30 as Plat No. 18, and thence running along said line, 
which is also part of the westerly line of Parcel "A," as 
shown on the last 
above mentioned plat  

c) South 16 degrees 36' 26" East 129.75 feet, and thence 
continuing along the westerly line of said Parcel "A," and 
continuing said line  

d) South 16 degrees 50' 24" West 94.90 feet to the 
Northeasterly corner of Parcel "A" as shown on the plat 
entitled "Parcels A and B, Norwitz Addition to Quincy 
Manor," recorded  
among the aforesaid Land Records in Plat Book WWW49 as Plat 
No. 60, and thence running along the Easterly lines of said 
Parcels A and B  

e) South 14 degrees 57' 26" East 969.80 feet to the 
Easterly 
corner of Parcel "P," as shown on the plat entitled 
"Parcels 
N, O, P and Q, Industrial City," recorded among the 
aforesaid Land Records in Plat Book WWW38 as Plat 56, 
and thence running along the Northeasterly line of said 
Parcel "P"  

f) North 58 degrees 12' 21" West 272.17 feet and thence 
running along the Westerly line of said Parcel "P"  

g) South 07 degrees 41' 46" West 210.24 feet to the 
Northeasterly corner of Parcel "Q" as shown on the 
aforesaid last 
above mentioned plat and thence running along the 
Northeasterly line of said Parcel Q  

h) North 68 degrees 17' 58" West 233.16 feet to the 
Northwesterly corner of said Parcel "Q" and thence 
running along part of the Westerly line of said Parcel  

i) South 21 degrees 36' 52" West 19.95 feet and thence 
running along the Northeasterly lines of Parcels "Z" 
and "Y," as 
shown on a plat entitled "Parcels "Y" and "Z," 
Industrial City," recorded among the aforesaid Land 



Records in Plat Book WWW47 as Plat No. 19, and 
continuing said line  

j) North 72 degrees 26' 46" West 482.06 feet to the 
center of 
52nd Avenue, formerly River Road, and thence running along 
the Northerly line of Blocks "D" and "C," as shown on the 
plat entitled "Blocks A, B, C and D, Newton Village," 
recorded among the aforesaid Land Records in Plat Book BB7 
as Plat No. 73  

k) South 77 degrees 33' 14" West 751.06 feet and thence  
continuing along the Northerly line of said plat and 
extending said line  

l) South 77 degrees 00' 39" West 413.52 feet to the 
Easterly 
line of Kenilworth Avenue, 90 feet wide, and thence 
running along said line of said Avenue  

m) North 34 degrees 49' 00" West 967 feet, more or less, 
to 
intersect the line numbered 3 on the first above 
mentioned plat entitled "Town of Bladensburg Boundary 
Lines" and thence running, reversely, along a part of 
said line c  

n) North 89 degrees 04' 59" East 1406 feet, more or 
less, to 
the end of the line numbered 2, and thence running, 
reversely, along said line b  

o) North 64 degrees 00' 37" East 990.23 feet to the 
point of beginning; containing 41.1372 acres, more or 
less, thence  

(3) south 64 degrees 00' 37" west 990.23 feet, to a 
monument 
located the extreme rear property line known as "Paynes Place" 
southwest of the intersection of 52nd Street (Old River Road) 
and Qunicy Street, thence (4) south 89 degrees 04' 59" west 
819.65 feet, to  
a monument located rear of lot 4, then continuing (5) south 89 
degrees 04' 59" west 596.23 feet, to a monument "B" located in 
the divided 
strip of New Kenilworth Avenue, thence continuing (6) south 89 
degrees 04' 59" west 725.00 feet into the Prince George's 
Marina Area to a 



monument identified "A" said monument abutting the edge of 
the 
west side of parking area approximately 48 feet, from a fire 
hydrant, then across the marina (7) north 61 degrees 25' 01" 
west 1077.14 feet to a pipe identified as No. 3, located on 
the west side of the roadway to the landfill, thence (8) 
north 61 degrees 25' 01" west 482.11 feet, across 
Bladensburg Road boundary line of the Town of Colmar Manor 
to a pipe and marker located 20' from station marked 2 and 
Bunker Hill 
Road, thence (9) north 12 degrees 04' 59" east 2499.75 feet, 
thence (10) north 71 degrees 05' 55" east 726.00 feet across 
the north and south directions of Baltimore Avenue at the 
location of the bridge, thence (11) south 61 degrees 54' 05" 
east 1988.93 feet, thru block 11, block 13, part block 19, 
the prolongation line in the Linwood sub-division, the Town 
of Edmonston being on the north side and the Town of 
Bladensburg being on the south side of said line to the east 
right of way line of the New Kenilworth Avenue, thence 
running with said right 
of way line the following courses and distances, (12) chord 
north 45 degrees 27' 36" east 297.32 feet with an arc of 
297.39, radius 3864.72, 
(13) south 46 degrees 44' 40" east 20.00 feet (14) north 48 
degrees 29' 20" east 51.13 feet (15) north 42 degrees 01' 
40" east 65.17 feet, 
(16) north 39 degrees 21' 00" east 67.22 feet, (17) north 40 
degrees 04' 00" east 65.14 feet, (18) north 50 degrees 24' 
16" west 23.00 feet thence along the (19) chord north 39 
degrees 14' 35" east 47.55 feet with an arc of 47.55, radius 
3864.72 thence (20) south 51 degrees 06' 34" east 15.00 feet 
(21) north 38 degrees 39' 56" east 30.47 feet, 
(22) north 51 degrees 33' 34" west 15.00 feet thence along a 
chord (23) north 36 degrees 29' 58" east 261.81 feet with an 
arc 261.88, radius 3864.72 thence leaving the said right of 
way line and running (24)  
south 71 degrees 37' 10" east 369.14 feet thence (25) south 53 
degrees 37' 20" west 291.90 feet, thence (26) north 85 degrees 
44' 00" east 98.20 feet, thence (27) north 85 degrees 41' 50" 
east 1551.28, the 
prolongation north boundary line north of blocks 2 to 8, 
Decatur Heights, Section 2, Plat Book RNR 2 Plat No. 36, land 
records of Prince George's County, to an iron pipe in concrete 
cone located rear of 
block B-1 and E, Lot-1, thence (28) north 33 degrees 21' 10" 
east 
13.19 feet, thence (29) north 57 degrees 07' 13" west 134.24 



feet to the center line of 54th Place, thence along same, 
chord (30) north 26 degrees 54' 45" east 45.24 feet, with an 
arc 45.32, radius 229.59, thence 
(31) 32 degrees 44' 42" east 117.55 feet, thence (32) south 57 
degrees 08' 30" east 351.22 feet, the center line of 
Chesapeake Street, thence 
(33) north 33 degrees 51' 20" east 54.84 feet, the center 
line and intersection of 54th Place Bladensburg and 55th 
Avenue Roger's Heights, thence (34) south 56 degrees 08' 40" 
east 110.00 feet, being the dividing line of lots 11 and 12 
block C as shown on the plat Roger's Height's subdivision 
blocks C, D and E, January 1947, thence  
from the rear line of lot 12 block C, (35) north 33 degrees 
51' 20" east 220 feet along the rear property lines of lots 
11, 10, 9, 8, block C, Roger's Heights's to a point on the 
rear line of lots 1-3, block C, thence running (36) north 56 
degrees 08' 40" west 40 feet to a point dividing lots 1 and 
2, block C, thence (37) north 33 degrees 51' 20" east 94.77 
feet, to a point on the southerly right of way line of 
Decatur Street (60' wide); thence leaving Decatur Street 
right of way line within the plat of subdivision entitled 
Roger's Height's blocks 
A and B recorded among the land records of Prince George's 
County, Plat Book BB9 as plat 21, thence (38) north 33 degrees 
40' 25" east 30.00 feet, to a point on the centerline of 
Decatur Street thence running (39) 128.08 feet along the arc of 
a curve deflecting to the  
left having a radius of 1096.84 feet and a chord bearing south 
59 degrees 40' 17" east 128.00 feet to the point of tangency, 
thence (40) 
south 63 degrees 01' 00" east 360.00 feet to a point; thence 
leaving the centerline and running with the extension of and 
the dividing line 
between lots 21 and 22, block B as shown on said plat (41) 
north 26 degrees 59' 00" east 160.00 feet to the rear line of 
lots 19-21, block B, 
thence (42) south 51 degrees 03' 40" east 168.84 feet to a 
point common with lots 17-19, blocks B, thence with the 
dividing line between lots  
17 and 18, block B, and the extension thereof, (43) north 71 
degrees 59' 27" east 134.14 feet to a point on the easterly 
right of way line of 56th Avenue; thence running with said 
right of way line (44) 25.42 feet along the arc of a curve 
deflecting to the right having a radius of 362.29 feet and a 
chord south 15 degrees 59' 57" east 25.42 feet, to the 
dividing line of lots of 20 and 21, block H as shown on plat 
blocks F, G, H, Roger's Height's in plat WWW 16 as plat 7; 



thence leaving the easterly R/W line of 56th Avenue, 
continue (45) north 76 degrees 00' 40" east 72-39 feet 
dividing line between lots 20 and 21, block H to a 
point common with lots 19-21, block H as shown on said plat, 
thence (46) north 28 degrees 41' 50" east 94.23 feet to a point 
common with  
lots 14, 15, 17, 18, 21 and 22, block H, thence (47) south 79 
degrees 59' 20" east 78.10 feet to a point common with lots 15 
and 17, block H, 
thence running with the dividing line lots 16 and 17, (48) 
south 52 degrees 51' 00" east 100 feet to a point on the 
centerline of 56th Place 
(60 feet wide) thence running with centerline of 56th Avenue 
(49) north 
37 degrees 09' 00" east 304.26 feet, to a point of curvature; 
thence (50) 201.67 feet with the arc of a curve deflecting to 
the left having a radius of 682.79 feet and a chord bearing 
north 28 degrees 41' 19" 
east 200.94 feet to the point of tangency, thence (51) north 12 
degrees 49' 00" east 259.52 feet to a point; thence leaving the 
centerline of 
56th Place and along the north side of Emerson Street (52) 
83.76 feet along the arc of a curve deflecting to the left 
having a radius of 375.10 feet and a chord bearing north 87 
degrees 59' 10" east 83.59 feet, thence running with the 
outlines of Parkway Gate Gardens, (now Mattapony Manor 
Apartments) (53) north 02 degrees 48' 00" west 98.54 feet (rear 
of lot 3, block M), thence (54) north 60 degrees 15' 06" east 
38.11 feet; thence (55) north 29 degrees 44' 54" west 34.36 
feet to a pipe found at the southwest corner of lot 1, block B, 
Parkway Gate Gardens, thence running with the rear line of lot 
1, 2, 3, block B (56) north 49 degrees 16' 53" east 195.00 feet 
to a point northeast corner of lot 3, block B, Parkway Gate 
Gardens, (57) north 49 degrees 43' 07" west 105.86 feet to a 
pipe on the southeasterly side of 60th Avenue (50 feet wide); 
thence (58) running with said side of 60th Avenue by a curve to  
the left whose radius and central angle are 1934.42 feet and 02 
degrees 28' 20" respectively whose long chord is north 50 
degrees 26' 30" east 
83.46 feet for an arc distance of 83.47 feet to a point of 
tangency, 
thence continuing with said side of 60th Avenue (59) north 49 
degrees 12' 20" east 502.75 feet, to a point of curvature, 
thence (60) running 
by a curve to the left whose radius and central angle are 239.37 
feet 
and 27 degrees 15' 40" respectively whose long chord is north 35 



degrees 34' 00" east 112.89 feet, for an arc distance of 113.96 
feet thence 
running (61) north 21 degrees 55' 40" east 44.19 feet to a 
point, thence running (62) north 41 degrees 13' 20" west 19.81 
feet to a point; thence (63) north 21 degrees 54' 00" east 
142.43 feet to the northeast corner 
of an outlot shown in block F, Mary Mason Village per plat 
thereof, duly recorded in plat book BB14 at plat 54, thence 
leaving 60th Avenue (64) south 68 degrees 05' 00" east 49.94 
feet to the easterly corner of said outlot, thence running 
(65) north 41 degrees 13' 20" east 497.55 feet along rear 
property lots 1, 2, and 3, block F, north across Jefferson 
Street, dead-end (60 feet wide) and continuing north to the 
easterly corner of lot 4, block E. Mary Mason Village and 
starting point of the Melrose tract annexed 3/5/62, Res. No. 
75-62 thence (66) north 50 degrees 38' 10" west 627.93 feet 
along the north property line of lot 4, block E and dead end 
of 60th Avenue (50 feet wide) to the north property line of 
lot 12, 7, 6, 5 and 1, block D, to a pipe at the  
southeast corner of lot 2, block 1, thence (67) north 32 
degrees 47' 50" east 160.00 feet and the dead end of 59th 
Avenue, (60 feet wide) thence (68) north 57 degrees 12' 10" 
west 67.39 feet being the southeast corner of lot 12, block 3, 
said lot fronting on 59th Avenue, thence (69) north  
24 degrees 43' east 117.08 feet to a pipe found at the 
northeast corner of lot 12, block 3, thence (70) north 65 
degrees 17' west 42.50 feet along rear line of lot 12, to a 
pipe at the northwest corner of said lot 12, block 3, the same 
being the northeast corner of lot 11, and the 
southeast corner of lot 8, block 3, thence (71) north 24 
degrees 43' east 180.00 feet along the rear property lines of 
lots 8 to 3, block 3 to a point at the northeast corner of lot 
3, thence (72) north 65 degrees 17' west 42.50 feet to the 
southeast corner of lot 2, thence (73) north 
24 degrees 43' east 102.65 feet along the east line of lot 2, to a 
pipe located at the northeast corner of lot 2, block 3 and the 
south side of Carter's Lane (40 feet wide at this point) (74) 
thence running northeasterly 20 feet more or less to the point in 
Carter's Lane 
thence (75) south 71 degrees 01' east 90.93 feet along Carters Lane 
(76) 
south 86 degrees 21' east 462 feet to a point; thence (77) south 87 
degrees 52' east 210 feet to a pipe, thence (78) south 6 degrees 
34' east 18.60 feet, 
at off-set from 30 feet, wide to 60 feet wide of said Carter's 
Lane, 
thence along the south side of Carter's Lane (60 feet wide) 



(79) north 83 degrees 26' east 876.08 feet to the west line 
of the Washington-Baltimore Parkway, thence south along the 
west boundary of said Parkway (80) south 16 degrees 30' 30" 
west 774.29 feet, to a pipe thence (81) south 2 degrees 20' 
10" east 654.01 feet thence (82) south 01 degrees 10' 48" 
east 898.67 feet along the westerly R W line of said Parkway 
thence continuing along said Parkway (83) south 9 degrees 
51' 40" west 1109.20 feet: thence (84) south 27 degrees 10' 
20" west 
793.42 feet thence continue along the said Parkway (85) 
north 89 degrees 
33' 40" west 374.19 feet to a monument thence (86) south 0 
degrees 37' 50" east 447.83 feet to a monument thence (87) south 
89 degrees 36' 00" west 340.73 feet thence (88) south 7 degrees 
23' 00" west 27.81  
feet to a monument thence (89) north 82 degrees 29' 00" west 
36.98 feet to a monument thence (90) south 15 degrees 14' 00" 
west 193.19 feet to a monument, thence (91) north 77 degrees 31' 
39" west 128.56 feet to a monument thence (92) south 9 degrees 
42' 20" west 314.96 feet to the center of Annapolis Road, 
passing over a monument, 35.00 feet, thence running along the 
said Annapolis Road (93) north 89 degrees 01' 11" west 307.46 
feet, to a point in center of said Annapolis Road, thence (94)  
south 82 degrees 59' 43" west 1856.18 feet, thence (95) south 79 
degrees 40' 41" west 300.48 feet, thence (96) north 82 degrees 
49' 18" west 
548.26 feet, thence (97) north 71 degrees 03' 19" west 
714.97 feet, thence leaving said Annapolis Road, passing 
over a monument, distance of 22.60 feet, and running with 
the aforesaid outline of Decatur  
Heights section 1, lot 12, (98) south 0 degrees 19' 41" east 
392.74 feet per Greenhorn and O'Mara plan dated 6/6/63 to 
the point of beginning which is lot 16, of the aforesaid 
section 1, Decatur Heights, Bladensburg, Maryland.  

Section 103. Wards  
(a) Number. The Town of Bladensburg shall be divided for 

election purposes 
into two wards, as follows:  
(b) First Ward. Beginning at a monument set at the angle point 

in the real 
lines of lot 16, of the subdivision entitled "Decatur Heights" 
known as addition "A," recorded among the land records of 
Prince George's County, Maryland, in plat book RNR 2 as 
plat No. 33, and running then with the outline of the town 
boundary, south 11 degrees 10' 56" east 340.53 feet, to a 
monument, beginning at the end of the 



line numbered 1, as shown on a plat entitled "Town of 
Bladensburg Boundary Lines," dated November 1957, revised 
June 6, 1963, prepared by Greenhorne and O'Mara, Civil 
Engineers and Land Surveyors, said beginning is located in 
the Northerly line of Quincy Street, formerly  
Old Landover Road, at the Southwesterly corner of Lot 20, 
as shown on a plat entitled "Rope Walk," recorded among the 
Land Records of 
Prince George's County, Maryland in Plat Book BB9 as Plat 
37, and thence running along the extension of the Westerly 
line of said Lot 20  

South 11 degrees 10' 56" East 21.03 feet and thence running 
along 
the Southeasterly boundary line of said above mentioned 
plat of 
"Rope Walk"  

North 68 degrees 04' 04" East 76.80 feet to the end of the 
Westerly boundary line shown on the plat entitled "Parcel 
A, Quincy Manor," recorded among the aforesaid Land 
Records in Plat Book WWW30 as Plat No. 18, and thence 
running along said line, which is also part of the 
westerly line of Parcel "A," as shown on the last above 
mentioned plat  

South 16 degrees 36' 26" East 129.75 feet, and thence 
continuing 
along the westerly line of said Parcel "A," and 
continuing said line  

South 16 degrees 50' 24" West 94.90 feet to the 
Northeasterly corner of Parcel "A" as shown on the plat 
entitled "Parcels A and B, Norwitz Addition to Quincy 
Manor," recorded among the  
aforesaid Land Records in Plat Book WWW49 as Plat No. 
60, and thence running along the Easterly lines of said 
Parcels A and B  

South 14 degrees 57' 26" East 969.80 feet to the 
Easterly corner 
of Parcel "P," as shown on the plat entitled "Parcels 
N, O, P, 
and Q, Industrial City," recorded among the aforesaid 
Land Records in Plat Book WWW38 as Plat 56, and thence 
running along the Northeasterly line of said Parcel 
"P"  



North 58 degrees 12' 21" West 272.17 feet and thence 
running along 
the Westerly line of said Parcel "P"  
South 07 degrees 41' 46" West 210.24 feet to the 
Northeasterly 
corner of Parcel "Q" as shown on the aforesaid last above  
mentioned plat and thence running along the Northeasterly 
line of said Parcel Q  

North 68 degrees 17' 58" West 233.16 feet to the 
Northwesterly 
corner of said Parcel "Q" and thence running along part 
of the Westerly line of said Parcel  

South 21 degrees 36' 52" West 19.95 feet and thence 
running along the Northeasterly lines of Parcels "Z" 
and "Y," as shown on 
a plat entitled "Parcels "Y" and "Z," Industrial 
City," recorded among the aforesaid Land Records in 
Plat Book WWW47 as Plat No. 19, and continuing said 
line  

North 72 degrees 26' 46" West 482.06 feet to the center 
of 52nd 
Avenue, formerly River Road, and thence running along 
the Northerly line of Blocks "D" and "C," as shown on 
the plat entitled 
"Blocks A, B, C, and D, Newton Village," recorded 
among the aforesaid Land Records in Plat Book BB7 as 
Plat No. 73  

South 77 degrees 33' 14" West 751.06 feet and thence 
continuing 
along the Northerly line of said plat and extending 
said line  

South 77 degrees 00' 39" West 413.52 feet to the 
Easterly line of 
Kenilworth Avenue, 90 feet wide, and thence running along 
said line of said Avenue  

North 34 degrees 49' 00" West 967 feet, more or less, to 
intersect 
the line numbered 3 on the first above mentioned plat 
entitled "Town of Bladensburg Boundary Lines," and 
thence running, reversely, along a part of said line 3  

North 89 degrees 04' 59" East 1406 feet, more or less, 



to the end 
of the line numbered 2, and thence running, reversely, 
along said line 2  

North 64 degrees 00' 37" East 990.23 feet to the point of 
beginning; containing 41.1372 acres, more or less, thence  

south 64 degrees 00' 37" west 990.23 feet, to a monument 
located at the extreme rear property line of "Paynes Place"  
southwest of the intersection of 52nd Avenue (Old River 
Road) and Quincy Street, thence south 819.65 feet to a 
monument located rear of lot 4, thence south 89 degrees 04' 
59" west 596.23 feet, to a monument "B" located in the 
divided strip of the east and west directions 
of the new Kenilworth Avenue, thence continuing southwest 
across the B. and O. Railroad tracks continuing 725.00 feet, 
across the Prince George's Marina Area to a monument 
identified "A" said monument abutting the edge of the west 
side of parking area approximately 48 feet, from a fire 
hydrant, thence 1077.14 feet across the river bend of the 
marina to a pipe identified as No. 3, located on the west 
side of the roadway to the landfill, thence north 482.11 
feet, across the Bladensburg Road boundary line of the Town 
of Colmar-Manor, to a pipe and marker located 20 feet, from 
station marked No. 2, and the old  
location of Bunker Hill Road, and Bladensburg Road, north 61 
degrees 25' 01", the same station being north 60 degrees 11' 
06" west 57.75 feet, leaving this point thence north 12 
degrees 04' 59" east 2499.75 feet thence north 71 degrees 
05' 55" east 726.00 feet across the north and south 
directions of Baltimore Avenue location of the bridge, then 
south 61 degrees 54' 05" east 1988.93 feet, thru block 11, 
block 13, part block 19, being the prolongation line in the 
Linwood subdivision, the Town of Edmonston being on the 
north side of said line and the Town of Bladensburg being on 
the south side of said line to the east right of 
way line of the new Kenilworth Avenue, thence running with 
the said right of way line (1) chord north 45 degrees 27' 
36" east 297.32 feet, thence 20.00 feet, thence 51.13 feet, 
thence 65.17 feet, thence 67.22 feet, thence 65.14 feet, 
thence 23.00 feet, thence 47.54 feet, 15.00 feet, thence 
30.47 feet, thence 15.00 feet, thence along a chord north 36 
degrees 29' 58" east 261.86 feet, thence leaving the said 
right of way line running south 71 degrees 37' 10" east 
369.14 feet, thence south 53 degrees 37' 20" 291.90 feet, 
thence 85 degrees 44' 00" east 98.20 feet, thence north 85 
degrees 41' 50" east 1551.28 feet, (the prolongation north 



boundary line north of blocks 2 to 8, Decatur Height's, 
Section 2, plat book RNR 2 plat No. 36, land records of 
Prince George's County) to an iron pipe in concrete cone located 
rear of block B-1 lot 2 and 3, and the southwest corner of lot 
1, block E, part of Whitely subdivision, and the same being the 
northwest corner of lot 6, block 12, Washington Suburban Homes, 
thence directly south on a progration dividing line of which the 
west side is Decatur Heights Section A, Ward 1 and on the east 
side of said line is Washington Suburban Homes "Sunnybrook" Ward 
2, and record among the land 
records in plat book 2 as plat No. 36, said division line 
before-mentioned running to a point--double iron markers located 
in Annapolis Road the same being south 71 degrees 03' 19" west, 
thence leaving the said Annapolis Road and running with Decatur 
Heights  
outline being the northeast corner of lot 12, thence running 
south 0 degrees 19' 41" east 392.74 feet, to the point of 
beginning (being lot 16), 
the east line of the original Decatur Heights Section 1, 
Bladensburg.  
(c) Second Ward. Ward No. 2 shall embrace of the area beginning 

at a point 
said point being an iron pipe in concrete cone located rear of 
block 
B-1, lots 2, 3, and block E, lot 3, and the northwest 
corner of block 12, original Washington Suburban Homes, 
known as Sunnybrook, thence north 13.19 feet, thence 
northwest 134.24 feet, to the center line of 54th Place, 
thence along same, chord north 26 degrees 54' 45" east 
45.24 feet, thence north 32 degrees 44' 42" east 117.55 
feet, thence 351.22 feet, the center line of Chesapeake 
Street, thence 54.84 feet, the center line and 
intersection of 54th Place, Bladensburg and 55th Avenue 
Roger's Height's, thence east 54.84 feet, thence east 135 
feet, being the dividing line and the rear corner of lots 
11 and 12, block C, 
thence north along the rear property lines of lots 11, 10, 
9, 8, block C Roger's Height's subdivision, east 220 
feet, to a point on the rear 
line of lots 1-3, block C, thence running west 40.00 feet, 
to a point on the dividing lots of 1-2, block C, thence 
east 94.77 feet, to a point on the southerly right of way 
line of Decatur Street (60-Feet Wide), thence leaving 
Decatur Street right of way line within the plat of 
subdivision entitled Roger's Height's blocks A and B 
recorded 
among the land records of Prince George's County, plat book 



BB 9 as plat 21, thence east 30.00 feet, to a point on the 
center line of Decatur Street thence running 128.08 feet, 
along the arc of a curb deflecting to the left having a 
radius of 1096.84 feet, and running with the extension of 
and the dividing line between lots 22 and 21, block B as 
shown on said plat east 160.00 feet, to the rear line of 
lots 20-19-18 across 56th Avenue to the dividing line of 
lots 20 and 21, block H, said lot 20 block H being the 
northeast corner of Decatur and 56th Place and intersection 
with 56th Avenue, thence along the rear property lines of 
lots 19, 18, and 17, block H, thence south along the 
dividing line of lots 17 and 16, block H, thence east to a 
point 259.52 feet, to a point, thence leaving the center 
line of 56th Avenue running 83.76 feet, along the arc of 
curve deflecting to the left 375.10 feet, and a chord 
bearing north 87 degrees 59' 10" east 83.59 feet, thence 
along the centerline 56th Place, the east side thereof, 
from the W.S.S.C., water tower north to the north side of 
Emerson Street, including all of block A lots 1 to 11, 
thence leaving 56th Place along the south side of lot 1, 
block M, thence running with the outlines of Parkway Gate 
Gardens (now known as Mattapony Manor Apts.) along the rear 
property lines of lots 1, 2, and 3, block M, and 1, 2, and 
3, block B, thence along the north property line of lot 3, 
block B, to a point on the east side of 60th Avenue, (50-
feet wide), thence on a prolongation line 502.75 feet, to a 
curve 113.96 feet, then 44.19 feet, 
along the rear line of outlot block F, then along the rear 
line of lots 1, 2, and 3, block F cross the Jefferson 
Street dead end, thence along the rear property line of 
lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, block E 668.29 feet, to a pipe at 
the northeast corner of lot 4, block E, thence leaving this 
corner west along the rear property lines of lot 12, 7, 6, 
5, 1, block D, thence north, the east property line of lot 
2, block 4, across dead end 59th Avenue, (60-Feet Wide), 
thence west 67.39 feet, to a point, thence north 117.08 
feet, being the east property line of lot 12, block No. 3, 
thence west 42.50 feet, thence north along the rear lines 
of lots 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1, block 3, thence to a 
pipe located northwest corner of the "Melrose Tract" and 
Carter's Lane 
(30-Feet wide), thence along the south side of Carter's 
Lane to the northwest corner of Carter's Lane and the west 
side of the Washington-Baltimore Parkway, thence along the 
west side in a 
southerly direction for the entire length of the Parkway to 
Annapolis Road at station south 9 degrees 42' 20" west, 



thence west along Annapolis Road bordering the south line 
of Gateway Apartments area and 57th Avenue continuing west 
on Annapolis Road past the south entrance of the Sunnybrook 
subdivision, 56th Avenue, said subdivision being the north 
side of Annapolis Road, then continuing west on Annapolis 
Road past the Bladensburg Bladen Plaza Shopping Center, 
north side of Annapolis Road, thence to the southeast 
corner of the Central Baptist Church, being the north side 
of Annapolis Road at this point, then on a prolongation 
line north along the rear property lines of all homes 
facing 54th Place, the dividing line of addition A, Decatur 
Height's, Ward 1, and (Second Ward) Bladensburg, to the 
point of beginning.  

Section 104. List of powers  

The Town of Bladensburg shall have and is hereby granted 
authority to exercise all powers of municipal corporations, 
to pass ordinances, take measures for the welfare, health, 
safety, and improvement of the Town, and to exercise the 
police power of the Town. The following shall be deemed a 
part of the powers conferred upon the Town by this section:  

(a) Amusements. To restrain all public exhibitions or 
amusements that are 

detrimental to the public welfare; and to regulate amusements, 
public exhibitions and business establishments and to provide a 
tax therefor 
and for the effective collection thereof.  

(b) Community services. To provide, maintain and operate such 
community and 

social services for the preservation and promotion of the health, 
recreation, welfare and enlightenment of the inhabitants of 
the Town of Bladensburg as the Council may determine.  
(c) Contracts. To make agreements with other municipalities, 

counties, 
districts, bureaus, commissions, and governmental 
authorities for the joint performance of or for cooperation 
in the performance of any governmental functions. To accept 
gifts and grants of federal or of state funds from the 
federal or state governments or any agency 
thereof, and to expend the same for any lawful purpose, 
agreeable to 
the conditions under which the gifts of grants were made.  

(d) Dogs. To control dogs in the Town of Bladensburg in 
accordance with 

such regulations as may be adopted by the Council which are 
not in conflict with the laws of Maryland, and to impound 



dogs which may be a danger to the community.  
(e) Explosives. To regulate the keeping and storage of guns, 

powder, oil, 
fireworks, bonfires, or other explosives or combustible 
material.  
(f) Filth. To compel the occupant of any premises, building, or 

outhouse 
situated in the Town, if it has become filthy or unwholesome, 
to abate 
or cleanse the condition; and, after reasonable notice to the 
owner, to abate or cleanse any filthy condition and to assess the 
expense thereof against the property, making it collectible by 
taxes or against the owner.  
(g) Garbage. To adopt suitable measures for the removal of trash, 

ashes and 
garbage and fix the amount to be paid therefor.  

(h) Licenses. To issue licenses and collect fees for the 
privilege of doing 

business in said Town, subject to any restrictions imposed by the 
laws 
of the State of Maryland.  

(i) Parks. To have control over parks, recreation areas and 
facilities and 

other public property, and to provide for creating, extending, 
improving, maintaining and operating the same.  
 (j) Penalties. To make effective the powers herein granted, to 
enact ordinances and make regulations not in conflict with the 
existing laws 
of the State of Maryland, and to provide for fines, penalties 
and forfeitures, and imprisonments in the county jail, or 
both, for the violation of such ordinances.  
(k) Police powers. By regulation to suppress, restrain, and 

punish vice, 
crime, disorders, disturbances of the peace and drunkenness; 
to 
suppress bawdy houses, places of ill fame, and places injurious 
to public order; to prevent and remove nuisances and 
obstructions from streets, alleys, and lots adjoining, prevent 
the firing of firearms, or other explosives; to suppress fires 
and danger thereof.  
(l) Property. To acquire property, real or personal, within the 

boundaries 
of the Town for any public purpose, in fee simple, lease or 
leasehold interest or estate, by purchase, gift, bequest, 
devise, lease, 
condemnation or otherwise, such property to be vested in 
the Town corporation for the benefit of the corporation and 



its inhabitants; and to own, hold, manage, or control, and 
sell, lease, exchange, transfer, assign, mortgage, pledge 
or dispose of any real or personal property or any interest 
therein as the interest of the Town may require; any 
condemnation to be exercise  according to the laws 
of Maryland.  

(m) Public improvements. To make and maintain public 
improvements and to 

acquire property within the corporate limits necessary for 
such improvements. Such improvements may include storm 
drainage, the listing 
of which shall not exclude other improvements.  
(n) Public services. To furnish any or all public services; 

to own or 
dispose of stock in, purchase, hire, construct, own, 
maintain and operate or lease public utilities or public 
utility services; to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of 
public utilities or public utility services; to acquire by 
condemnation or otherwise, within the corporate limits, 
property necessary for any such purposes, subject to 
restrictions imposed by laws of the State of Maryland; and 
to grant local public utility franchises.  

(o) Regulations. To adopt and enforce within the corporate 
limits police, 

health, sanitary, fire, traffic, parking, building, and other 
similar regulations not in conflict with the laws of the State 
of Maryland.  
(p) Streets. To have control over all the public roads, streets, 

alleys and 
sidewalks within the corporate limits of the Town of Bladensburg 
which 
are not under the jurisdiction of the State of Maryland or 
Prince George's County; to provide for repairing, resurfacing, 
constructing, reconstructing, grading, cleaning, mending and 
perfecting the public roads under the jurisdiction of the Town; 
to open, close, straighten, widen and otherwise alter such 
public roads, streets, alleys and sidewalks with the same powers 
as are or may be granted to or imposed upon the County Council 
of Prince George's County.  
(q) Taxes; borrowing power. To levy, assess and collect taxes 

according to 
the assessable valuation set by the County and to borrow money 
within 
the limits provided by this charter; to levy and collect special 
assessments for benefits conferred; and to receive payments 
in lieu of taxes, and to account for, expend, and otherwise 
treat such payments in the manner provided by law in 



connection with taxation.  
 (r) Trailer camps. To regulate the operation of trailer 
camps.  
 (s) Wards. To change or create ward boundaries by 
ordinance.  

(t) Liens. To provide that any valid charges, taxes or 
assessments made 

against any real or personal property within the town shall 
be liens 
upon such property, to be collected as municipal taxes are 
collected, reserving to the town the right to also proceed 
by way of personal suit against the property owner(s) for 
such collection. (Res. No. 4-88, Ch. Am. No. 10, 3-1-88)  

ARTICLE II.  

TOWN GOVERNMENT  

Section 201. Creation of the Council  
(a) The Town is governed by and the corporate powers of the Town 

are vested 
in and exercised by a Council, officially known as the Council of 
the 
Town of Bladensburg. Any references to the Town Council, the 
Council, the Mayor and Council, or the Common Council now 
existing in the Code or Charter of the Town shall hereinafter 
mean the Council of the Town of Bladensburg.  

(b) The Council consists of the Mayor and two Councilmen for 
each Ward who 

shall govern and exercise the powers of the Town in the manner 
prescribed in this Charter and the Laws of the State of 
Maryland, or if 
not prescribed in either, then in the manner provided by 
ordinance or resolution of the Council.  

Section 202. The Office of Mayor  
(a) Selection and term. The Mayor of the Town is elected from 

the Town at 
large and holds office for a term of two years or until his 
successor 
is elected and qualified. Before entering the office, the 
Mayor-elect shall take and subscribe to the oath of office as 
provided in this Charter. He shall take office on the first 
regular meeting after the Council certifies to his election. 
(b) Qualifications. The Mayor of the Town shall be at least 

thirty (30) 
years of age, a citizen of the United States, a registered 
voter in the Town, and an actual dweller within the limits of 



the Town. In case the Mayor ceases to possess any of the 
qualifications specified in this section, or is convicted of 
a felony or any crime which is a 
misdemeanor related to his public duties and responsibilities 
and involves moral turpitude for which the penalty may be 
incarceration in any penal institution, while in office, he 
shall cease to be Mayor, and there shall exist a vacancy in the 
office to be filled as hereinafter provided.  
(c) Salary. The Mayor shall receive an annual salary as set from 

time to 
time by an ordinance passed by the Council, provided that the 
change in salary does not take effect until after the next 
regular election for Councilmen in the Town.  

(d) Duties. The Mayor is recognized as the head of the Town 
government for 

all ceremonial purposes, by the courts for serving civil 
processes, and 
the Governor for the purpose of martial law.  

The Mayor is a voting member of the Council and shall preside at 
its meetings.  

The Mayor, with the approval of the Council, shall appoint the 
heads of the departments of Town government.  

The Mayor exercises other powers and performs other duties as 
are 
conferred and imposed upon him by law.  

Section 203. The Office of Councilman  
(a) Selection and term. No more than two (2) councilmen from 

each ward 
shall be elected. The term of each Councilman is for four years 
and 
until his successor is qualified, and begins his duties on the 
first regular meeting after the Council certifies to his 
election. Before entering upon the duties of his office, each 
Councilman shall take and subscribe to the oath of office as 
provided in this Charter.  
(b) Qualifications. Each Councilman shall be a qualified voter of 

the Town, 
at least twenty-five years of age, a resident of the Town and 
ward he represents. He shall not hold any other elected public 
office, except 
that he may be a Notary Public, or non-elected officer or 
employee of the United States. A Councilman ceasing to possess 
any of the qualifications specified in this section, or 
convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor related to his public 



duties and responsibilities and involving moral turpitude for 
which the penalty may be incarceration in any penal 
institution, while in office shall immediately forfeit that 
office.  

(c) Salary. Each Councilman shall receive a yearly salary 
which shall be 

equal for all Councilmen and set by the Council in an 
ordinance. Any change in salary shall not take effect until 
after the next regular election for Councilmen in the Town.  

Section 204. Vacancies, contested election  

A vacancy occurs in any elected office of the Town if the 
holder 
is convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor related to his 
public duties 
and responsibilities and involving moral turpitude for which 
the 
penalty may be incarceration in any penal institution, 
dies, resigns, removes his residency from the area which he 
represents, or refuses to act in the capacity of his 
office. The remaining members of the Council shall elect a 
qualified person to fill the vacancy. If an elected 
candidate cannot qualify for office, the Council shall 
elect a qualified person to fill the vacancy. Any contested 
election shall be appealed to the Circuit Court for Prince 
George's County, Maryland.  

Section 205. Meetings  
(a) Installation of new Councilmembers. On the first Friday 

following the 
filing of the certificate of election, the Council shall meet 
at the 
place provided for its meetings and the newly elected 
members shall take the oath of office and assume the duties 
of office. If any meeting is held before such day and after 
publication of the certificate of election, the newly 
elected Council and Mayor shall take the oath of office and 
assume the duties of office at such meeting.  
(b) Regular meetings. The Council shall meet at such time 

as may be 
prescribed by ordinance or resolution, but not less 
frequently than once each month unless the Council at the 
meeting immediately preceding, by a majority vote, cancels 
the next regularly scheduled meeting. All regular meetings 
of the Council shall be open to the public, and the rules 
of the Council shall provide that citizens of the Town have 
a reasonable opportunity to be heard at any such meetings 



in regard to any matter considered.  
(c) Special meetings. Special meetings are called by the Clerk 

upon written 
request of the Mayor, or two or more of the Councilmen. Any such 
notice 
shall state the subject to be considered at the special 
meeting and no other subject shall be considered, except by 
unanimous consent of all members present.  

Section 206. Chief Executive Officer  

The Mayor serves as Chief Executive Officer of the Council. 
The 
Mayor pro-tem will rotate on a six-month basis in seniority 
rotation, and shall act as Chief Executive Officer in the 
absence of the Mayor. (Ch. Res. 3-85, Jan. 28, 1986)  

Section 207. Rules  

The Council shall determine its own rules and order of 
business 
and keep a journal of its proceedings. The Council shall 
have power to compel the attendance of absent members, and 
may, by vote of not less than three-fifths (3/5) of the 
members, expel a member from a meeting for disorderly 
conduct or for violation of its rules.  

Section 208. Quorum  

A majority of the members elected to the Council shall 
constitute 
a quorum to do business, but a lesser number may adjourn 
from time to 
time and compel the attendance of absent members in such 
manner and under such penalties as may be prescribed by 
ordinance. The affirmative vote of a majority of the 
members elected to the Council shall be necessary to adopt 
any ordinance, resolution, order or vote; except that a 
vote to adjourn, or regarding the attendance of absent 
members, may be adopted by a majority of the members 
present. No member shall be excused from voting except on 
matters involving the consideration of 
his own official conduct or when his financial interests are 
involved.  

Section 209. Ordinances and resolutions  
(a) Form. Ordinances and resolutions shall be introduced in 

the Council 



only in written or printed form. The enacting clause of all 
ordinances shall be "Be it ordained by the Council of the 
Town of 
Bladensburg...." All ordinances, except those making 
appropriations and those codifying or rearranging existing 
ordinances or enacting a new code of ordinances, shall be 
confined to one subject, and the subject of each ordinance 
shall be clearly expressed in the title. Ordinances making 
appropriations shall be confined to the subject of 
appropriations.  
(b) Passage. No ordinance shall be passed until it has been 

read on two 
separate days, unless that requirement be dispensed with by a 
vote of 
not less than three-fifths (3/5) of the members of the 
Council. The final reading of each ordinance shall be in full 
unless a written or printed copy thereof is furnished to each 
Councilmember prior to such reading. The yeas and nays shall 
be taken upon passage of all ordinances and resolutions and 
entered upon the journal of the proceedings of the Council.  

(c) Referendum on ordinances. Ordinances changing ward 
boundaries shall 

take effect only upon approval by the legal voters in the 
Town in accordance with the voting procedures for referendum 
elections set out 
in the Laws of Maryland as related to charter amendments.  
(d) Effective date. All ordinances and resolutions passed by 

the Council 
shall take effect at the time indicated therein but not less 
than ten 
days after the date of their passage. Ordinances which require 
the subsequent approval of voters in a referendum election and 
ordinances of an emergency nature, may, by direction of 
Council, become effective on date of passage.  

(e) Publication. Upon final passage each ordinance or 
resolution shall be 

authenticated by the signature of the Mayor and the Town Clerk 
and 

shall be recorded in a book kept for that purpose. Each 

ordinance and resolution shall be published as soon as 

possible after its passage by posting a certified copy of 

it in the community hall for ten days or by publishing it 

once within ten days in a newspaper of general circulation 



in the Town, or both, as determined by the Council. 

ARTICLE III. 

REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS  

Section 301. Qualifications of voters  
Every person who is a citizen of the United States and  
(a) who is or will be eighteen (18) years of age on or before 

the day of 
any Town election, and  

(b) has resided within the corporate limits of the Town for 
thirty (30) 

days preceding any Town election, and  
(c) is registered in accordance with the provisions of this 

Charter, shall 
be a qualified voter of the Town. Every qualified voter of the 
Town 
shall be qualified to vote at any or all Town elections.  

Section 302. Board of Supervisors of Election  

There shall be a Board of Supervisors of Town Election, 
consisting of three members, or more, who shall be appointed by 
the 
Mayor and Council on or before the first Monday in March 
every odd numbered year. The term of each member of the 
Board of Supervisors of Election shall begin on the first 
day of April in the year in which appointed and he shall 
serve for two years or until the Council appoints a new 
board or until he is removed.  

Members of the Board of Supervisors of Election, and any 
additional clerks appointed by the Council shall be 
qualified voters of the Town and shall not be candidates 
nor hold any elective office 
during their term of office. The Council shall appoint one 
member as Town Supervisor of Election. Vacancies on the 
board shall be filled by the council for the remainder of 
the unexpired term. The compensation of the election 
supervisors and clerks shall be determined by the Council.  

Section 303. Removal of members of the board and 
clerks  

Any member of the board of supervisors of elections may be 
removed for good cause by the Council. Before removal, the 
member of the board to be removed shall be given a written 



copy of the charges against him or her and shall have a 
hearing on them before the Council if he or she so requests 
within ten days after receiving the written copy of the 
charges against him or her.  

Section 304. Duties, notice of registration and election 
days  

The board of supervisors of election shall be in charge of 
the registration of voters and all Town elections. They 
shall appear at the place of registration and election 
promptly on the days and hours approved by the Mayor and 
Council. The supervisor of elections shall be responsible 
for posting in public places such announcements advertising 
the Town registration and elections, the same giving the 
place, days and time for such registration and election. 
The Council shall be responsible for the advertising such 
notice in a weekly newspaper on two separate occasions not 
more than forty-five days nor less than thirty days prior 
to the Election day.  

Section 305. Registration days and elections  

Qualified residents of the Town may register to vote at any 
time 
during the year except when the registration books are 
closed. Registration shall be permanent, and no person 
shall be entitled to vote in Town elections unless he or 
she is registered. It shall be the duty of the board of 
supervisors of elections to keep the registration list, by 
wards, up to date and by removing from the lists persons 
known to have died or have moved out of the Town. The 
Council is hereby authorized and directed, by ordinance, to 
adopt and enforce any provisions necessary to establish and 
maintain a system of permanent registration and to provide 
for a re-registration for the Town when necessary.  

Section 306. Registration procedures  

Registration shall be by wards. The supervisor of election 
shall 
be furnished by the Town Council, prior to the first 
registration day under this subtitle, with a well bound 
registration book or books in which book or books there 
shall be provided spaces or individual registration cards 
for the name of each person registering for the ward in 
which they reside, his or her age, actual address of 
residence, date of registration and each person registering 



shall sign his or her name, or in which his or her mark 
shall be made if such person is unable to write. The 
supervisor of election or any clerk acting as such shall 
swear each applicant for registering and if upon the 
examination of such applicant it appears to both of them 
that such applicant is a qualified voter in accordance with 
the provisions hereof they shall register his or her name 
in said registration book; and all persons so registered 
and qualified shall be entitled to vote at Town elections 
so long as his or her name appears upon such registration 
book of his or her particular ward. All registration books 
of all wards shall be returned to the Town Council within 
three days after each election, and all such books shall 
thereupon become the official registration books of the 
Town. In any event the Town registration books of all the 
wards shall be closed for any further registration thirty 
days prior to the 
Town election day. The Town Supervisor of Registration and 
Elections shall be responsible and the custodian of all the 
registration books of the Town until after the election day 
as provided hereof.  
Section 307. Appeal from action of Board of Supervisors 
of Election  

If any person shall feel aggrieved by the action of the 
Board of Supervisors of elections in refusing to register 
or in striking or removing the name of any person, or by 
any other action, such person may appeal to the Council. 
Any decision or action of the Council upon such appeals may 
be appealed to the Circuit Court for Prince George's County 
within thirty days of the decision or action of the 
Council.  

Section 308. Filing certificate for candidates for 
office  

Any person having the qualifications provided for herein 
may 
become a candidate for councilman or Mayor by filing with 
the Town Supervisor of Election at least 45 days prior to 
the election a certificate that he or she is a candidate by 
giving his age, residence, occupation, and that he or she 
is a registered voter at the time of filing, listed upon 
the registration books of the Town. Candidate certificates 
for public office shall be obtained from the Town Clerk's 
office. No person shall file for candidate to more than one 
elective Town public office at any one time. The term 
"elective" is 



construed to mean a person elected by the people to serve a 
term of office and not a person appointed by the Mayor or 
the Council to serve as the head of Town committees or 
heads of Town departments. In the event that less persons 
than are to be elected shall file as candidates, or any 
candidate, having filed, dies or withdraws, the said 
supervisors may receive petitions of candidacy up to within 
three days of the election. Candidates' names shall appear 
in alphabetical order for office sought on the ballots or 
voting machines labels. Of the candidates participating, 
the persons receiving the highest number of votes shall be 
named and considered the winners of the election. The 
candidate filing for the office of Mayor shall be elected 
at large, and the candidates filing for the office of 
Councilman shall state on the candidate certificate that he 
or she is a candidate for Councilman for the particular 
ward for the Town in which he or she is a resident. (Res. 
1-89, Ch. Am. No. 12, 2-28-89)  

Section 309. Date of election for Mayor and 
Councilmen 

Commencing in calendar year 1985 the regular election day 
for the choice of Mayor and Councilmen shall be held on the 
first Monday in October every odd numbered year. The 
qualified voters of the Town shall elect one person as 
Mayor for a term of two years, and two persons from each 
ward as Ward Councilman for a term of four years. (Res. 1-
84, 2-28-84)  

Section 310. Absentee voting  
(a) Qualifications. Any qualified voter who may be unavoidably 

absent for 
any reason on any election day from the ward where he is 
registered to 
vote may vote as an absentee voter.  

(b) Procedure. A qualified voter desiring to vote at any 
election as an 

absentee voter shall make application in writing to the board 
for an absentee ballot. The application must be received not 
later than seven 
(7) days before the election. Applications shall be made 
available by the Board of Supervisors of Election and shall 
conform to the requirements of the State Administrative Board 
of Election Laws. The information required on the application 
is supplied by the applicant under penalty of perjury.  

(c) Form of ballot. The ballots, ballot instructions, and 
envelopes used 



for the ballots shall conform to the requirements for absentee 
ballots 
set forth by the State Administrative Board of Election Laws.  

(d) Delivery of ballot. The Town Board of Supervisors of 
Election shall 

determine if the applicant is a qualified voter. If it is 
determined 
that the applicant is qualified, the Board shall deliver to 
him as soon as possible an absentee voters' ballot and 
envelope. The ballot shall be delivered to the applicant at 
the Office of the Board or by mailing it to him at the 
address designated on his application. If the ballot is to be 
delivered by mail, it shall be sent in such time as to allow 
for receipt and return of the ballot, by regular or airmail, 
not later than the time of the closing of the polls on the 
day of election.  
(e) Record of applications received and ballots delivered. 

The Board of 
Supervisors of Election shall keep a record of applications 
for 
absentee voters' ballots as they are received. Such record shall 
be available for examination by any registered voter. After the 
receipt of the application and delivery of the absentee ballot, 
the Board shall cause the voter's name or card to be removed from 
the rolls for that election and placed in a file designated for 
absentee voters. No voter to whom an absentee ballot has been 
delivered or mailed shall be allowed to vote in person at any 
polling place. 
(f) Validity of ballots. Any absentee ballot received after the 

time of the 
closing of the polls on the day of election shall be considered 
invalid.  

Section 311. Conduct of elections generally  

The Mayor and Council shall provide for each general and special 
election a suitable place for voting and suitable ballots 
boxes and ballots or voting machines for each ward. The 
ballots or voting machines shall be arranged so that 
candidates for Councilman from each ward shall appear in 
alphabetical order only on the ballot for the ward in which 
such candidate seeks office. The candidates for Mayor shall 
appear on ballots for all the wards within the Town.  

The Board of Supervisors of Election shall keep the voting 
polls 
open from 7:00 a.m., to 7:00 p.m., on election day, or for 
longer hours if the Council requires it. All special Town 



elections shall be conducted by the Board of Supervisors of 
Elections in the same manner and with the same personnel, 
as far as practicable, as regular elections.  

Section 312. Vote count  

Within a reasonable time after the closing of the polls, 
the 
Board of Supervisors of Elections shall determine the vote 
cast for each candidate or question and shall certify the 
results of the election for each of the particular wards 
from the voting machines or ballot boxes and the results 
shall be placed in a sealed envelope for delivery to the 
Town Council on the first Wednesday after each election at 
a meeting of the Mayor and Council. The Supervisor of 
Elections shall attend and present to the Council and to 
the Town Clerk the returns of election. The Council shall 
then examine said returns and if they find them to be in 
order shall declare those persons elected by the highest 
number of votes cast, and the candidates for Mayor with the 
highest number of votes shall be declared elected as Mayor, 
and the candidates for Councilman with the highest number 
of votes in each ward shall be declared elected as such in 
their particular ward. (Res. No. 1-88, Ch. Am. No. 7, 3-1-
88)  

Section 313. Preservation of ballots and records  

All ballots and voting machine records of results of 
elections 
shall be preserved for at least six months from the date of 
election.  

Section 314. Regulation and control by Council  

The Council shall have the power to provide by ordinance 
for the 
conduct of registration and elections and for the 
prevention of fraud and wrongdoings in connection 
therewith, and for a recount of ballots and the 
tabulations of voting machines if necessary.  

Section 315. Penalties  

Any person who (a) fails to perform any duty required of 
him 
under the provisions of this subtitle or any ordinance 
passed thereunder, (b) in any manner willfully or corruptly 



violates any of the provisions of this subtitle or, (c) 
willfully or corruptly does anything which will or will 
tend to effect fraudulently any registration or Town 
election, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. Any 
officer or employee of the Town government who is convicted 
of a misdemeanor under the provisions of this section shall 
immediately upon conviction thereof cease to hold such 
office or employment.  

Section 316. Election contest  

Any defeated candidate at such election may contest the 
same to 
the Circuit Court for Prince George's County, Maryland. No 
such contest shall, however be considered unless a 
petition is filed in the Circuit Court for Prince George's 
County, Maryland within seven days, exclusive of Sundays 
and Holidays, after the decision of the Town Council of 
Bladensburg on the election shall be made. Any legally 
qualified voter who has voted at any election in said Town 
on any question submitted to the voters shall have a 
similar right to contest the results of such election. 
(Res. No. 2-88, Ch. Am. No. 8, 3-1-88) 

Section 317. Failure to hold election  

If the Mayor and Council of the Town at any time neglect 
to hold 
an election as provided in this Charter, the power of 
electing Town officers shall not cease, but shall continue 
and the officers for the time being shall continue in 
office until the election and qualification of their 
successors, but in such case the Mayor and Council are 
hereby directed to call an election as soon as practicable 
after the regular election date.  

Section 318. Tie votes  

In the event of a tie vote another election shall be held 
as soon 
as practicable to elect one of the candidates so tied, 
limited, if for Councilman only, to the ward in which the 
tie vote occurred. Such special election shall be held in 
accord with the election provisions of this Charter so far 
as they are applicable. 

ARTICLE IV. 



ADMINISTRATION 

Section 401. Town Administrator  
(a) Selection and term. The Town Administrator is appointed by 

the Mayor 
with the approval of the Council for an indefinite term. 
Before 
entering into his office, he shall take and subscribe to the 
oath of office as provided in this Charter.  
 (b) Qualifications. The Town Administrator is chosen on the 
basis of executive and administrative qualifications with 
reference to knowledge of or experience with the duties of 
the office. He shall furnish to the Town for approval a 
surety bond conditioned on the faithful performance of 
duties. The bond premium is paid by the Town. During his 
tenure of office, the Town Administrator shall reside within 
the Washington Metropolitan area.  

(c) Ineligibility of Council members. No member of the 
Council shall be 

appointed to this office during the term for which the member 
was 
elected nor within one year after the expiration of the term.  

(d) Salary. The Town Administrator shall receive such 
compensation as the 

Council fixes from time to time.  
(e) Powers and duties. The Town Administrator is the Chief 

Administrative 
Officer of the Town. He shall see that all laws and ordinances 
are faithfully executed and perform other duties as required by 
the Council that are not inconsistent with these laws. He may 
head more than one department with the approval of the Council 
and shall be responsible to 
the Council for the proper administration of all affairs of 
the Town. 
To this end, the Town Administrator shall:  
  (1) Serve as the Personnel Officer of the Town and, in 
this capacity, formulate personnel rules and regulations to 
be approved by the 
Council. The personnel rules and regulations shall include a pay 
schedule for each position in the Town Service and a description 
of the hiring, suspension, and removal of all employees. 
Department heads shall be recommended by the Town Administrator 
for appointment by the Mayor with approval of the Council. The 
Town Administrator shall inform the Council of any change in the 
status of career service employees and may make recommendations 
as he feels necessary to implement the personnel system.  
  (2) Prepare the annual budget and submit it to the Council 



with a message describing its important features. Administer the 
budget after 
adoption. Prepare and submit to the Council at the end of the 
fiscal 
year an annual report.  
  (3) Supervise the purchase of all goods for which funds are 
provided in the budget; let contracts necessary for operation or 
maintenance of Town 
services for amounts as set forth in Council resolutions; 
receive sealed bids for large purchases or contracts; 
present them to the Council for approval, and advise the 
Council on the bids. No contract in excess of an amount 
specified by the Council and no contract for new 
construction shall be let except by the Town Council. No 
purchase shall be made, contract let or obligation incurred 
for any item or service which exceeds the current budget 
appropriation without a supplemental appropriation by the 
Council.  
  (4) Have the power to award contracts and make 
purchases in case of accident, disaster, or other 
circumstances creating a public emergency; provided that 
the Town Administrator file promptly with the Council a 
certificate showing such emergency and the necessity for 
such action, together with an itemized account of all 
expenditures.  
  (5) Attend all meetings of the Town Council unless excused; 
take part in the discussion of all matters before the Council; 
and report verbally 
or in writing to the Council at its regular meeting the 
financial 
condition of the Town, all major administrative actions, and any 
recommendations for Council action that would improve or maintain 
the good health, safety, welfare, or administration of the Town. 
The Town Administrator may report such matters to the Council 
more frequently than at each regular Council meeting.  
  (6) Investigate the affairs of the Town or any Town 
department and report to the Council any deficiencies. 
Investigate all complaints in relation 
to the administration of Town government and in relation to 
service 
provided by the public utilities in the Town. Insure the 
faithful observance of all franchises, permits, and 
privileges granted by the Town.  

(f) Vacancy. Any vacancy in the office of Town 
Administrator shall be 

filled within 90 days after the effective date of such 
vacancy.  



Section 402. Town Treasurer  
(a) Selection and term. The Town Treasurer is appointed by the 

Mayor with 
the approval of the Council for an indefinite term.  

(b) Compensation. The Town Treasurer shall receive such 
compensation as the 

Council fixes from time to time.  
(c) Duties. The Town Treasurer serves at the pleasure of the 

Council, and 
is under the supervision of the Town Administrator. Before taking 
office, the Town Treasurer shall present to the Town a bond in 
an 
amount the Council requires. He shall:  
  (1) Insure that all taxable property in the Town is assessed 
and collect all taxes, special assessments, and other revenues 
of the Town.  
  (2) Receive all funds, monies, and revenues for the Town, and 
disburse them promptly on order of the Town Administrator.  
(3) By means of an accounting system, keep a record of all funds, 

monies, 
and revenues received and disbursed by him on behalf of the Town. 
This accounting system shall record from whom money was received, 
to whom it 
was disbursed, on what account received and disbursed, and how 
paid.  
  (4) Hold in his custody all bonds and notes of the Town.  
  (5) Pay employees of the Town service.  
(6) Provide the Town Administrator with any information he may 

need to 
prepare the budget.  
(7) Perform all other duties directed by the Council which are 

not in 
conflict with Laws of Maryland.  
  (8) Report to the Council, each month at a regular public 
meeting of the Council, all monies received by him and all 
disbursements made from the finances of the Town.  

Section 403. Appointments  

The Mayor, with the advice and consent of the majority of the 
Council, shall appoint all department heads, the Town Attorney 
and the 
Town Clerk. Notwithstanding any other provision of the 
Charter to the contrary, no such appointee may be removed 
or suspended from such position without due notice to the 
appointee and an opportunity to be heard at a public 
meeting. No removal or suspension shall be effective unless 



by the affirmative vote of four (4) members of the Council.  

The Mayor, with the approval of the Council, shall appoint 
members of boards and commissions or other personnel to 
fill positions not governed by the personnel system. Such 
appointees serve at the pleasure of the Council or until 
the term for which they were appointed has expired. 
Compensation for appointees shall be determined by the 
Council. (Res. 7-82 (No. 4), 6-6-83)  

Section 404. Oath of office  

The Mayor, Councilmen, Treasurer, and all other officers 
and 
officials, elective or appointive, shall, before they 
enter upon the duties of their office, take and subscribe 
before any officer of the State of Maryland duly 
authorized to take an affidavit that he will support the 
Constitution of the United States and diligently and 
faithfully, according to the best of his judgment, perform 
the duties of his office without favor, partiality, or 
prejudice, and a certificate of such qualification shall 
be returned by such officer of the State of Maryland to 
the Town Council, to be filed and recorded among their 
proceedings. Failure to take the oath of office within 
thirty days after election shall constitute a vacancy in 
that office.  

Section 405. Authority to employ personnel  

The Town has the power to employ such officers and 
employees as 
it deems necessary to execute the powers and duties 
provided by this Charter or other State laws and to 
operate the Town government.  

Section 406. Licensing the sale of alcoholic 
beverages  

The Council may require a license for the sale of 
alcoholic 
beverages within the Town provided the license fee does 
not exceed the amount allowed to be set by municipalities 
under State law. 

ARTICLE V. 

FINANCE 



Section 501. Budget  
(a) Submission. The Town Administrator, on such date as the 

Council shall 
determine, but at least thirty-two days before the 
beginning of any fiscal year, shall submit a budget to the 
Council. The budget shall provide a complete financial plan 
for the fiscal year and shall contain estimates of 
anticipated revenues and proposed expenditures for the 
coming fiscal year. The total of the anticipated revenues 
shall equal or exceed the total proposed expenditures. The 
budget shall be a public record in the municipal building 
of the Town, open for public inspection during normal 
business hours.  
(b) Public hearing. Before adopting the budget, the Council 

shall hold a 
public hearing concerning it. The Council shall give (2) two 
weeks 
notice of the hearing in a newspaper having general 
circulation within 
the municipality.  
(c) Council actions. The Council may insert new items or may 

increase or 
decrease the items of the budget. Where the Council shall 
increase the total proposed expenditures it shall also 
increase the total 
anticipated revenues in an amount at least equal to such total 
proposed expenditures.  

(d) Adoption and effect. The budget shall be prepared and 
adopted in the 

form of an ordinance. From the effective date of the adopted 
budget, 
the amount designated in the budget to be raised by the 
property tax shall constitute a determination of the 
amount of the tax levy in the corresponding tax year.  

Section 502. Taxable property  

All real property and all tangible property within the 
corporate limits of the Town which may have a situs there 
by reason of the owner's residence in the Town, shall be 
subject to taxation for municipal purposes. The 
assessments used shall be the same as that for the State 
and county taxes. No authority is given by this section to 
impose taxes on any property which is exempt from taxation 
by any act of the General Assembly.  

(a) Rate. The Council is authorized and empowered to levy 
annually such 



taxes upon assessable property within the corporate limits as 
they deem necessary and to provide that the tax rate shall be 
set annually by resolution of the Council. (Res. No. 3-81, 
Ch. Am. No. 2, 6-2-81)  
(b) Notice of levy. Immediately after the levy is made by the 

Council in 
each fiscal year, a public notice announcing the levy shall be 
posted 
in the Town municipal building.  

The Treasurer shall make out the tax bills and mail or deliver 
to 
each taxpayer or his agent at his last known address a 
bill of the account of the taxes due from him. The tax 
bill or account shall contain a statement of the amount 
of real or tangible property with which the taxpayer, is 
assessed the rate of taxation, the amount of taxes due, 
and the date on which the taxes will bear interest.  

Failure to give or receive any notice of a tax bill 
required by 
this Section shall not relieve any taxpayer of the 
responsibility to pay on the dates established by this 
Charter all taxes levied on his property.  
(c) Overdue taxes. All taxes are due and payable on the first 

day of July 
in each and every year for which such taxes are levied. If not 
paid to 
the Treasurer before the first day of October, the taxes shall 
be 
overdue and in arrears until paid. While in arrears, they 
shall bear interest at a rate of two-thirds of one per 
centum (.67%) and a penalty of one and one-third of one 
per centum (1.33%) for each month or fraction of a month 
until paid.  

All taxes not paid and in arrears after the first day of 
the following January shall be collected as provided by 
State law. (Res. No. 5-82, Ch. Am. No. 3, 8-3-82)  

Section 503. Tax sales  

A list of all property on which the Town taxes have not 
been paid 
and which are in arrears as provided in this Charter shall be 
turned over by the Town Treasurer to the official responsible 
for the sale of tax delinquent property as provided by State 
law.  



Section 504. Audit  

The financial books and accounts of the Town shall be audited 
annually. The auditor's report shall be available for public 
inspection in the municipal building during normal business 
hours.  
(a) Limited expenditures. The Council shall not in any one year 
expend for 
general purposes of the Town, more money than the amount 
receivable 
from taxes and any other source. No contract for such 
excessive expenditure shall be enforceable against it.  
(b) Special purpose expenditures. Nothing in this section 

shall be 
construed to prevent the Mayor and Town Council from 
making any agreements or contracts for any special 
purposes to be payable out of funds to be derived from 
special sources for such special purposes.  

(c) Temporary or emergency needs. Nothing in this 
section shall be 

construed to prevent the Council from short term borrowing 
to meet temporary needs or unforeseen emergency expenses. 
Notes for such short term borrowing shall be issued for a 
period not to exceed three years, and in amount not to 
exceed two per centum (2%) of the assessed valuation of 
the Town.  

(d) Repayment of debt incurred. Any amount borrowed under the 
provisions of 

this section shall bear an annual rate of interest as approved by 
the Council, to be repaid within a three year period from the 
proceeds of 
the regular annual tax levy, which shall be adjusted to 
provide the required funds.  

Section 505. Special Taxes  

In addition to all other powers of taxation vested in the 
Council, it shall be authorized and empowered to levy a 
special tax upon property within the Town of Bladensburg, 
in order to provide land and buildings, or either of them, 
for any lawful municipal purposes. The proceeds of such tax 
may be expended directly upon such land and buildings, or 
such proceeds may be applied to pay the interest as it 
comes due and to redeem the principal on any bonds, notes 
or other certificates of indebtedness issued to provide 
immediate funds for such land and buildings. The Council is 
authorized and empowered to issue such bonds, notes, or 
other certificates of indebtedness, and to borrow such 



money, subject to such rate of interest and other terms and 
conditions as the Council deems proper; and such authority 
to issue bonds, notes or other certificates of 
indebtedness, and to borrow money, shall be in addition to 
all other such powers vested in the Council. Any such 
special tax or taxes shall not be imposed at any one time 
in the aggregate in excess of ten cents on the One Hundred 
Dollars of assessed valuation. Any ordinance or resolution 
to impose such a tax or taxes shall be effective only if it 
has first been submitted to a referendum of the voters of 
the Town, at any regular or special election therein. The 
Mayor and Town Council shall give at least two weeks notice 
to said voters, of the submission of any such question, in 
a newspaper of general circulation in the Town. The ballots 
or ballot 
labels shall contain a brief summary of the amount and 
purposes of the proposed tax with the words "For the 
proposed tax," and 
"Against the proposed tax." If a majority of the persons 
voting 
on said question vote for the proposed tax, the Mayor shall 
so proclaim publicly, and the said ordinance or resolution 
shall thereupon be effective and in force, according to its 
terms. If a majority of the persons voting on said question 
vote against the proposed tax, the Mayor shall so proclaim, 
and the said ordinance or resolution shall thereupon be 
null and void, and of no further force or effect.  

Section 506. Long term borrowing  
(a) Purposes for borrowing. The Council may borrow on the 

credit of the 
Town for the following purposes:  
  (1) to construct gutters and effectuate storm and surface water 
control and disposition projects;  

(2) to construct public improvements, and buildings and acquire 
sites for 

such construction, and  
  (3) to acquire equipment for public services.  
(b) Limitation on borrowing. The Council shall not borrow an amount 

in 
excess of two per centum (2%) of the assessed valuation of all real 
property in the Town. The two per centum (2%) limit on 
borrowing shall include any previous bonding debt which has 
not been retired. However, any debt incurred for special 
purposes, temporary needs, or emergency expenditures shall 
not be included in the limit on borrowing.  
(c) Bonding and debt retirement. The bonds issued to pay for 



the public 
projects specified in this section shall be payable within a 
period no longer than twenty (20) years with an annual 
interest rate set by the Council.  

In addition to the maximum rate of taxation provided in this 
Charter; the Council may levy and collect on assessable 
property a tax not in excess of ten cents ($.10) on each one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) of assessable property in the Town. 
The tax revenues shall be used to 
pay the principal and interest on the bonds sold under this 
section.  

(d) Tax levy. The taxes provided in this section shall be 
collected with 

the regular taxes of the Town and shall bear the same interest 
penalty 
for nonpayment as the regular taxes of the Town. 

ARTICLE VI. 

PUBLIC WAYS AND IMPROVEMENTS 

Section 601. Definition of public ways and 
improvements  

(a) Public ways. The term "public ways" as used in this 
Charter shall 

include all streets, avenues, roads, highways, public 
thoroughfares, lanes, alleys, bridges, curbs, gutters, and 
sidewalks.  

(b) Public improvements. The term "public improvements" as 
used in 

this Charter shall include public ways and storm water 
drainage 
systems.  

Section 602. Control of public ways  

The Town shall have control of all public ways in the Town 
except 
those which may be under the jurisdiction of the State of 
Maryland or Prince George's County. Subject to the laws 
of the State and this Charter, the Town may do whatever 
it deems necessary to establish, operate, and maintain 
the public ways of the Town.  

Section 603. Powers regarding public ways  

The Town shall have the power:  



(a) To establish, regulate, and change from time to time the 
grade lines, 

width, and construction materials of any Town public way or its 
parts.  

(b) To create, lay out, grade, construct, install, open, 
extend, and pave 

or otherwise surface new public ways within the Town.  
(c) To grade, straighten, widen, alter, improve, maintain, 

repair, repave 
or otherwise resurface, or close existing public ways or their 
parts 
within the Town.  
 (d) To name Town public ways.  
(e) To construct or accept storm water and watershed drainage 

systems and 
their parts, and  
(f) To have surveys, plans, specifications, and estimates made 

for any of 
the above activities, projects, or their parts.  

Section 604. Sidewalk construction  

The Town may grade, lay out, or construct a new sidewalk only 
after obtaining the written consent of the owners of the 
majority of 
front footage abutting on the proposed sidewalk. Once such 
agreement has been obtained and the sidewalk constructed, a 
special assessment shall be levied against the owners of 
property abutting the sidewalk until the full cost of the 
project has been recovered. When no special assessment is 
to be levied against the abutting property owners, no such 
consent is necessary.  

Section 605. New street construction  

The Council may construct new streets by passing an 
ordinance providing for such construction. The ordinance 
shall also specify the time and date of a public hearing 
concerning the proposed street. The hearing shall be held 
no earlier than the four weeks from the date of passage, 
but after the notice of the hearing has been published 
three times. A fair summary of the ordinance, including an 
announcement of the hearing, shall be published once weekly 
for three weeks in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the Town. An exact copy of the ordinance shall be 
available for public inspection in the municipal building.  

At the hearing, the ordinance must be approved by three-



fifths 
(3/5) of the Council to be enacted. If the ordinance is 
enacted, the owners of property abutting the street shall 
be assessed the cost of the construction in the form of a 
special assessment.  

Section 606. Storm water drainage systems  

The Town may construct storm water drainage systems or 
their 
parts only after obtaining the written consent of the 
owners of the majority of footage abutting on the proposed 
project. The construction proposal shall take the form of 
an ordinance subject to a public hearing. A fair summary of 
the ordinance including the time and place  
of the public hearing shall be published once weekly for 
three weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
Town. The public hearing 
shall be held the week following the last advertisement. 
Not less than thirty (30) days prior to final enactment, an 
exact copy of the ordinance shall be available for public 
inspection in the municipal building. The ordinance shall 
be voted upon at the hearing and shall require a three-
fifths (3/5) majority of the Council to enact the 
ordinance. If the ordinance is agreed to, the owners of the 
property abutting the street shall be assessed the cost of 
construction in the form of a special assessment.  

Section 607. Bonding for public improvements  

In order to make the public improvements listed in this 
article, 
the Council may borrow money and issue bonds to pay for the 
construction, land, and other legal, engineering, 
administrative, or advertising costs directly related to 
the improvement project and the bonds issued for it. The 
bonds shall bear interest at a rate to be established by 
the Council and shall be payable within a period of twenty 
(20) years or less. The total sum of money borrowed for 
public improvement projects shall not at any time exceed 
two per centum (2%) of the total assessed valuation of all 
property within the Town.  

Section 608. Special assessments  
(a) Levy of the assessment. When a public improvement 

project has been 
agreed to as provided in this Charter, the Council shall 
levy and collect taxes from special assessments upon the 



property abutting on 
the project. The assessments shall be levied to cover the 
costs of the bonds issued to pay for the project. The 
special assessments shall be levied so that the owners of 
the parcels of land abutting on the project pay in 
proportion to the amount of front footage owned. However, 
owners of corner lots shall be assessed for public way 
projects on either the front or side of the lot, 
whichever is longer, so long as the assessable footage of 
such owners totals at least forty 
(40) feet.  
 (b) Town option on public ways. The Council may assume 
financial responsibility for public rights-of-way, 
bridges, and sidewalk and street construction on Town 
property to settle any dispute among affected property 
owners as to front footage assessments. The footage 
assumed by the Council shall be made a part of the 
special assessment in order to calculate costs.  

(c) Payment of assessments. Special assessments shall 
constitute a lien 

against abutting property and together with interest shall be 
payable every six months from the date of assessment. 
Installments shall be collectable as Town taxes, including 
penalties for late payment. 
Property upon which special assessments are overdue for more 
than five months shall be sold in the same manner as property 
upon which other taxes are delinquent.  
(d) Appeal of assessment. Any owner of property which has been 

specially 

assessed shall have the right to appeal to the Circuit Court 

for Prince George's County, Maryland within thirty (30) days 

from the date of the assessment. 

ARTICLE VII. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 701. Prior rights and obligations 
All right, title, and interest held by the Town or any other 
person or corporation at the time this Charter is adopted, in 
and to 
any lien acquired under any prior Charter of the Town are 
hereby preserved for the holder in all respects as if this 
Charter had not been adopted, together with all rights and 
remedies in relation thereto. This Charter shall not 
discharge, impair, or release any contract, obligation, 



duty, liability, or penalty whatever existing at the time 
this Charter becomes effective. All suits and actions, both 
civil and criminal, pending, or which may hereafter be 
instituted for causes of action now existing or offenses 
already committed against any law or ordinance repealed by 
this Charter, shall be instituted, proceeded with, and 
prosecuted to final determination and judgment as if this 
Charter had not become effective.  

Section 702. Misdemeanors  
(a) Misdemeanors. Every act or omission which, by ordinance or 

resolution, 
is made a misdemeanor under the authority of this Charter, 
unless 
otherwise provided shall be punishable upon conviction in the 
District Court of Maryland by a fine not exceeding $1,000 or 
imprisonment for 6 months, or both fine and imprisonment. The 
party aggrieved shall have the right to appeal as is now 
provided under the general laws of the State. Where the act 
or omission is of a continuing nature and is persisted in a 
conviction for one offense shall not be a bar to a conviction 
for a continuation of the offense subsequent to the first or 
any succeeding conviction. (Res. No. 3-88, Ch. Am. No. 9, 3-
1-88)  
(b) Municipal infractions. The Council may, by ordinance or 

resolution, 
provide that violations of any Town Ordinance be a municipal 
infraction. Citations may be issued and delivered by any 
official authorized and designated by the Council by ordinance 
or resolution, to deliver a citation to any person whom the 
official determines to be committing a municipal infraction. 
The matter shall proceed as provided  
in Article 23A, Sec. 3(b) of the Code and Sec.Sec. 4-401 and 
12-401 of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article. (Res. 
No. 1-80, Ch. Am. No. 
1, 4-29-80; Res. No. 3-88, Ch. Am. No. 9, 3-1-88)  

Section 703. Effect of Charter on existing 
ordinances  
 (a) Compatible ordinances. All ordinances, resolutions, 
rules and regulations in effect in the Town at the time this 
Charter becomes effective which are not in conflict with the 
provisions of this Charter shall remain in effect until 
changed or repealed according to the 
provisions of this Charter.  
(b) Incompatible ordinances. All ordinances, resolutions, 

rules and 



regulations in effect in the Town at the time this Charter 
becomes effective which are in conflict with the provisions 
of this Charter are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
conflict.  

Section 704. Gender--singular and plural  

Every word in this Charter importing the masculine gender 
shall 



extend to and be applied to females as well as males; and 
every word importing the singular number only shall extend 
and be applied to several persons or things as well as to 
one person or thing; and every word importing the plural 
number only shall extend and be applied to one person or 
thing as well as to several persons or things.  

Section 705. Separability  

If any section or part of section of this Charter shall be 
held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
holding shall not affect the remainder of this Charter nor 
the context in which such section or part of section so 
held invalid shall appear, except to the extent that an 
entire section or part of section may be inseparably 
connected in meaning and effect with the section or part of 
section to which such holding shall directly apply. 

 


