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A New Yearôs Reflection 

 
Inside this 

Issue 

 

Å A New Yearôs 

Reflection 

 

Å Black History Month 

Celebration 

 

Å Snow & Ice Removal 

 

Å The Census & You 

 

Å Seniorôs Tax Tips 

 
Å " We Are Counted" 

 

Å Quick Bits 

 

Å Crime Down by 11% 
 

Contact Us 
301-927-7048 

(fax) 301-927-5257 

4229 Edmonston Rd. 

Bladensburg, MD 20710 

www.Bladensburg.com 

(Complete information list on back) 

As we start the New Year and the 

daunting challenges we all face in 

balancing our local budgets, we 

find that the Town of Bladensburg 

stands economically strong and 

vibrant.  We are able to provide a 

full range of services to our citizens 

such as timely plowing and salting 

of streets in record setting snow and 

ice conditions.  We continue to 

expand our ability to fulfill our 

public safety roll with our Police 

Department and Dispatch 

Services by acquiring yet another 

$75,900 in Stimulus funds from the 

State of Maryland to acquire new 

ñstate of the artò police radios.  We 

are also creating and seeking out 

exciting new partnerships with 

other organizations and 

Municipalities that allows us to go 

much further in delivering 

enhanced service to our residents. 

While funding is always part of the 

equation for success, equally 

important, but not often 

mentioned is the level of 

dedication of all Town 

Employees who perform the 

services we need and expect. 

The Town of Bladensburg is 

extremely fortunate to have a 

tremendously talented and 

committed staff that is truly 

interested in the wellbeing of 

our residents and persons who 

do business in our Town.  

Everyone from the Office of 

Code Enforcement, who 

teamed with Department of 

Public Works crew over three 

days to tirelessly work to clear 

the snow and make the Town 

roads safe, to the warm 

welcoming staff of the Front 

Office who make certain that 

every residentôs concern is 

heard and fully addressed, to the 

Finance Department who 

ensures that we maintain a 

strong fiscal accountability, 

they all have played a 

significant part of the success of 

the Town of Bladensburg. 

 

 

 

Walter L. James, Jr. 

Mayor 
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Black History Month Celebration 

The story of African Americans in the United States is 

one of both immeasurable suffering and soaring hope. 

Two and a half centuries of slavery and segregation 

prevented black men and women from exercising the 

rights of citizenship taken for granted by their white 

counterparts. 

African Americans who fought for freedom from 

tyranny abroad, helping to liberate Europe from Nazi 

Germany in World War II, for example, returned to 

the United States and were denied the right to register 

SIDEWALK SNOW& ICE  

REMOVAL 

Winter snow can be fun.  However, it can also pose 

a problem for our residents who have to walk on the 

sidewalk. This is a reminder that residents and 

business have 24 hours to remove the snow from 

their sidewalks after the snow has stopped.  

Please help us keep the Town of Bladensburg safe 

by cleaning sidewalks so that residents do not have 

to walk in the street. For more information, please 

contact the Office of Code Enforcement at 301-927-

0330. 

 

 

to voteðand some were beaten or killed 

while attempting to do so. In much of the 

country, blacks were forbidden to share the 

same spacesðincluding schools, public 

transportation, and recreational facilitiesð

as whites. And measures were taken to 

prohibit African Americans from living 

near whites. Nevertheless, African 

Americans persevered, building 

universities and achieving heights in all 

spheres of activity, from arts and 

entertainment to aviation , medicine, and 

science. 

On Tuesday February the 9
th
 2010 the 

Town of Bladensburg in conjunction with 

the Bladensburg Elementary school will 

commemorate the vast achievements that 

African Americans have given this County.  

The event will begin at 6:00 p.m. and 

include rousing poetry, songs, and 

inspirational moments.  Light refreshments 

will also be available.  Please come out and 

enjoy this special event. The event will 

take place in the school auditorium. 
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The U. S. Census and You 
 

2010 has arrived and it is time for a new Federal 

Census.  Basically, the Census is where the 

government of the United States attempts to count 

the number of people living in the Country. The 

information collected by Census officials is critical 

in planning and allocating resources in the coming 

decade. Accurate information concerning our 

residents here in Bladensburg is very important. 

Accurate information will ensure that the Town of 

Bladensburg will receive its fair share of resources 

from both Federal and State agencies.  

The Town of Bladensburg encourages residents to 

be cooperative but cautious when giving personal 

information. This is to prevent you from becoming a 

victim of fraud or identity theft. When a Census 

Worker knocks on your door, here are some things 

you need to know. 

1. A Census worker will ask you about the 

number of people living in your household 

(address), their name, age, sex, race and 

other relevant data.  

 

2. A real Census worker will not ask you 

for your Social Security number, credit 

card information, or banking 

information. They may ask for financial  

information such as salary range, but you 

do not have to provide this information. 

3. Census workers who knock on your door 

will have a badge, a handheld device, a 

census bureau canvas bag, and a 

confidentiality notice. Ask to see their 

identification and badge before answering 

any questions. If they cannot produce 

identification, call the Bladensburg 

Police immediately at 301-864-0400. Do 

not invite strangers into your home.  

 

4. You may receive a request for more 

information by phone, mail, or in person. 

You will not be contacted by Email. Do 

not click on any Email or open any 

attachments that are supposedly from the 

U. S. Census Bureau.   

 

Seniors Tax Prep Help 

If you are a senior citizen and you do need to 

file a tax return, you can get help through the 

IRS-sponsored Tax Counseling for the 

Elderly (TCE ).  This program provides free 

tax preparation and counseling to middle and 

low income taxpayers age a60 and older.  Call 

800-906-9887 to locate a service near you.  

Also check with AARP, a participant in the 

TCE program that provides free tax 

preparation at more than 7,000 sites 

nationwide.  To locate an AARP Tax-Aide 

site, call 888-227-7669 or visit 

www.aarp.org/money/taxaide.   

If  you have tax questions, the IRSA offers a 

helpline at 800-829-1040 or you can visit a 

nearby IRS Taxpayer Assistance Center (see 

www.irs.gov/localcontacts), where you can get 

face-to-face help for free. 

 

All Taxpayers 

On your Maryland  tax return , make sure that 

you put ñBladensburgò in the box below your 

address, when asked if you live in an 

incorporated city, town, or special taxing district.  

This ensures that Bladensburg get all the State 

revenue distributions that it is entitled to.  It does 

not cause you to pay extra taxes. 

 

http://www.aarp.org/money/taxaide
http://www.irs.gov/localcontacts
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We are Counted!!! 


